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KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

 

ELECTORAL AND BOUNDARY REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 
MINUTES of a meeting of the Electoral and Boundary Review Committee held in the 
Darent Room, Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone on Tuesday, 27 November 
2012. 
 
PRESENT: Mr G K Gibbens (Chairman), Mr J F London (Vice-Chairman), 
Mrs T Dean, Mr M J Harrison and Mr A J King, MBE.  
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr G Wild (Director of Governance and Law), Mr B Watts (Group 
Leader - Litigation and Social Welfare) and Mrs A Hunter (Principal Democratic 
Services Officer) 
 

UNRESTRICTED ITEMS 
 
14. Substitutes  
(Item 1) 
 
The Committee noted apologies from Mr A Chell and Mr T Prater. It was noted that 
Mrs T Dean was substituting for Mr Prater. 
 
 
 
15. Declarations of Interest on any items on this agenda  
(Item 2) 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
16. Minutes - 2 August 2012  
(Item 3) 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 2 August 2012 be approved as a 
correct record and signed by the chairman. 
 
17. Tonbridge and Malling Electoral Boundary Review  
(Item 4) 
 

(1) The report, by Mr G Gibbens, Chairman of the Boundary and Electoral 
Boundary Review and Mr G Wild, Director of Governance and Law, 
provided information on the final recommendations for the Tonbridge 
and Malling Electoral Boundary review which had been published by 
the Local Government Electoral Boundary Commission. 

 
(2) Comments from Leybourne Parish Council and West Malling Parish 

Council were tabled at the meeting.    
 

(3) There was a discussion about whether to submit further representations 
to support the views of West Malling and Leybourne Parish Councils.  
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(4) RESOLVED 
(a) To note the final recommendations for the Electoral and 

Boundary Review carried out in the Tonbridge and Malling 
Borough area. 

 
(b) To not make further representations to the Local Government 

Boundary Commission at this time.  
 

(c) To include the views of the relevant borough, district or city 
council and the views of local Kent County Council members in 
reports submitted to the Committee about boundary reviews.  

 
 
 
18. Swale Electoral Boundary Review  
(Item 5) 
 
(5) The report, by Mr G Gibbens, Chairman of the Boundary and Electoral 

Boundary Review and Mr G Wild, Director of Governance and Law provided 
information on the final recommendations for the Swale Electoral Boundary 
review which had been published by the Local Government Electoral 
Boundary Commission. 

 
 
(6) RESOLVED to note the final recommendations for the Electoral and Boundary 

Review carried out in the Swale Borough area. 
 
 
 
19. Shepway Electoral Review  
(Item 6) 
 
The report, by Mr Gibbens, Chairman of the Electoral and Boundary Review 
Committee and Mr Wild, Director of Governance and Law, provided further 
information on the current Shepway Electoral review following the consideration of 
the matter at its meeting on 2 August 2012.  
 
RESOLVED: To note progress with the Electoral Review that will be carried out in 
the Shepway District Council area. 
 
 
 
20. Motion to exclude the press and public  
(Item 7) 
 
RESOLVED:  That under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press 
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the 
grounds that they involve the likely discussion of exempt items as defined in 
paragraphs 1 and 5 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act. 
 
21. Exempt Minute - 2 August 2012  
(Item 8) 
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RESOLVED  that the exempt minutes of the meeting held on 2 August 2012 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
22. Review of Election Procedures  
(Item 9) 
 
(1) The report, by Mr Gibbens, Chairman of the Electoral and Boundary Review 

Committee and Mr Wild, Director of Governance and Law,  informed the 
Committee of the outcomes of an external review into payments to the County 
Returning Officer. 

 
(2) RESOLVED:   

(a) That Legal Services advise the County Council on the representations it 
could make to the Government in the forthcoming review of election 
law. 

 
(b) That the County Council’s representations to Government include the 

need for a clarification of the legal basis of remuneration of the 
Returning Officer in local elections.  

 
 


